Inappropriate ACTH concentrations in two patients with functioning adrenocortical carcinoma.
Two female patients with functioning adrenocortical carcinomas had plasma ACTH detectable by RIA at presentation. In both patients there was evidence for biological activity of ACTH. There was no evidence for an ectopic source of ACTH, nor for a pituitary tumour. Urinary steroid analysis showed patterns of multiple hormone secretion characteristic of adrenocortical carcinomas. The finding of detectable ACTH concentrations in a patient with Cushing's syndrome does not exclude the presence of an adrenocortical tumour.